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Hidden Gems:

Our Global Team of Writers Uncovers Some of the World’s Best Places to Eat or Stay
From Francoise Ohayon in Egypt

From Barbara Hopkins in New Zealand

Al Tarfa: Eco-Luxury Retreat
in the Egyptian Desert

Hidden in an Egyptian desert oasis, Al Tarfa is more
than a place to stay between a visit to Cairo and a Nile
cruise. The scenery is spectacular and the amenities are
excellent, but the crowning touch is the lodge’s flawless,
personalized, and discreet service that makes Al Tarfa
the perfect escape for world celebrities. Its guest list has
included actors Robert De Niro and Harvey Keitel as well
as heir Nicola Bulgari.
Nestled at the foot of smooth golden dunes a stay here
will convince you that the world beyond the rose-colored
mountain range framing the oasis can wait. You are
more likely to hear donkeys braying than mobile phones
ringing there.
The lodge’s 20 free-standing rooms and suites are
built of mud brick, topped with woven-palm leaves and
lit by Oriental chandeliers. There is air conditioning and
breakfasts are served poolside with tea and coffee in silver
pots. Lunch can be enjoyed amidst bright-green fields and
sundowners are mixed from a makeshift bar atop a sand
dune. Eat your dinner wherever you like, as the four-course
meals are served wherever guests may fancy.
All-inclusive rates start from around $550 per couple
and cover all meals and drinks, access to spa facilities,
horseback riding, and daily excursions to one of the local
sites—Pharaonic, Roman, and Ottoman ruins abound
here. Farther north is the White Desert, an otherworldly
landscape where marine fossils dot the ground and
blindingly white rock formations have been eroded into
fantastic shapes by the winds.
Al Tarfa is located in the oasis of Dakhla in Egypt’s
Western Desert, a 90-minute flight from the capital of Cairo
(the lodge handles bookings on charter flights and airport
transfers). Alternatively, EgyptAir flies to Luxor and Assiut.
Al Tarfa, tel. +20 92 910 5007/8/9, e-mail:
altarfalodge@gmail.com, website: www.altarfa.travel.

The exclusive desert oasis resort of Al Tarfa nestled in the Saharan dunes
has played host to celebrities such as Robert De Niro and Harvey Keitel.

Kaiteri Lodge, Abel Tasman
National Park, New Zealand
Kaiteri Lodge on New Zealand’s South Island is so
close to the beach that the sound of crashing waves
will lull you to sleep. The only access to the walking
trails, secluded bays and pristine beaches of the Abel
Tasman National Park (no cars permitted in the park
itself) are the boats docked right on the beach in front
of the lodge.
Kaiteri is a “flashpacking” lodge which will dispel
any doubts you ever had about a backpacking holiday.
(And I was a prime doubter). “Flashpacking,” is just
a more up-market version of a backpacking holiday—
cheap, basic, but comfortable.
The modern building has both dormitory and
self-contained accommodation. Our private double
room was equipped with a refrigerator, tea-making
equipment and a TV, and the bedding and towels
were changed daily.
Scrupulously clean, the lodge has a huge kitchen
with a cooking range, microwaves, giant refrigerators
and plenty of utensils. There are coin-operated washing
machines and dryers as well as several computers
for Internet access. In other words, everything you
could possibly want on this kind of holiday for $50
per night, out of season. We stayed in July, the New
Zealand winter time (average daily temperature 68˚ F)
and had the place entirely to ourselves, apart from our
welcoming hosts Tom and Birgitte.
Kaiteri Flashpackers Lodge, Inlet Road,
Kaiteriteri, R.D.2 Motueka, New Zealand, e-mail:
stay@kaiterilodge.co.nz, website: www.kaiterilodge.co.nz.

You will be lulled to sleep by the sound of the waves, as the lodge is
right on the beach.
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